
www.mccardinals.org Summer 2021 

District Vision Statement 
Michigan Center School  - The cutting edge leader in educational advancement empowers all students for life-long success in a changing world. 

 

District Mission Statement 
The mission of Michigan Center School District is to engage, challenge and motivate life-long learners toward excellence through innovation. 

Michigan Center Schools 
400 S. State St ▪Michigan Center, MI ▪ 49254 

news & views 

Class of 2021 
Top 10 

#1 Baylee Carlisle #2 Mya Mullinax #3 Madisyn Bradley #4 Kaitlyn Hoover #5 Shealynn  Tripp 

#6 Michael Edwards #7 helen Pulver #8 Sydney Cramer #9 Hannah Roe #10 Anna Reynolds 



Michigan Center Schools 
Message from Superintendent Cook 

I’m sitting here thinking about what life and school have looked like since March of 2020, and I  
could go about a hundred different directions with what I want to say to those of you reading this.  
 In my deep thought, the predominant theme has been gratitude.  I would like to offer my most  
sincere appreciation to the community that has supported us as we constantly adapted on the fly,  
and to our staff members who, no matter what role they played, pushed themselves in ways they had  
never been asked to before.  And to the students….the pandemic took a lot of the “fun” out of  
school, but our students didn’t complain.  They adapted.  They persevered.  They were resilient.   
There is a lot of talk in the media about “learning loss” after the pandemic, but I assure you, the   
skilled staff at Michigan Center will be able to fill in the gaps for any academic content that was  
compromised.  The skills our students gained over the past year-plus are precisely the kind of skills  
that will make them a better student and citizen in the long-term.  We’re not going to dwell on what was lost; we are 
going to grow because of what we learned. 
 
As a staff, we have constantly reflected on what school has been, what it is, and what it can be moving forward.  What 
we keep coming back to is that the traditional school structure was developed intentionally to push students in the 
direction of college readiness.  It was designed around the acquisition of content knowledge.  What gets lost in that 
strategy is that the world beyond high school demands employability skills like creativity, resiliency, perseverance, 
motivation, the ability to be a good teammate, and much more.  At Michigan Center we are in the process of designing 
an experience that provides an ongoing and detailed record of content knowledge, but we’re going to balance that with 
providing and emphasizing skills that translate to success in the “real world”.   
 
We have a lot of work to do, and that will require monthly collaboration time for teaching staff.  In order to provide the 
appropriate training and focused work, Michigan Center School District will be incorporating six “Early Release” days 
for students during the 2021-2022 schedule (for the purpose of focused professional collaboration).  Students will follow 
a half day schedule on the following Wednesdays: 
 
September 29 
October 27 
January 26 
February 23 
April 27 
May 25 
 
At this point we can’t say with certainty what school will look like in 
August, but it feels like we’re trending toward a “normal” experience for 
our students.  We don’t know if there will be mandates for mask use or 
distancing, but if vaccination rates continue to rise and the number of 
Covid cases fall, it increases the likelihood that our students will be able 
to experience school like they did pre-pandemic.  We do know that school 
breakfast and lunches will be served at all three buildings at no cost.  All 
of us deserve a bit of a break over the next couple of months, but when 
mid-August hits, we’re going to be excited to get back, and we’re going to 
provide an exceptional experience for all of our students.   
 
Go Cardinals! 

Looking ahead at the  
2021-2022 School Year 

 
What we know now… 
 
First Day of School:  Wednesday, August 25, 2021 
 
In-person learning will be required for all students 
grades K-6 provided vaccines are available  
 
Your MC Staff members will be here to help your 
child(ren) with all their needs (educational, mental 
and physical) 
 
Still Not Sure About…. 
 
What the mask and other social distancing mandates 
will be for the 2021-2022 school year but we will 
continue to follow the guidelines set by the state to 
keep our students safe. 
 
In-person and remote options will be available for 
grades 7-12 
 
 
What we are hoping for…. 
 
School/Lunch/Recess will return to “normal” 

Interested in becoming a sub? 
 
You can if you have at least 60 credit hours and a minimum 2.0 GPA from a 
regionally accredited college/university. 
 
Follow these steps to apply: 

 Go to Edustaff.org 

 In the top left hand corner, click “Start Application” 

 Complete the online application 

 Call EDUStaff at 877-974-6338 with any questions. 



Michigan Center Schools 
High School News 

Congratulations 
Seniors  

Graduating With  
NHS Honors 

 
 
 
 
 

JACKSON BREAKFAST ROTARY 
STUDENT LEADER OF THE MONTH 

 
Shealyn Tripp, a senior from Michigan Center High School 
was honored by the Jackson Breakfast Rotary Club by 
being named as Student Leader of the Month. 
 
She received the award for her exemplary leadership skills 
and involvement in community service. She is captain of 
the varsity basketball team, member of the National Honor 
Society, and Vice President of the Student Council.  She 
has volunteered for Shop with a Cop, Adopt a Family, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, Toys for Tots and Michigan Premier 
Basketball as a youth Coach.  She is the daughter of Kevin 
and Erica Tripp of Jackson, and was nominated for the 

award by Tiffany Finch, a teacher at Michigan Center High School. 
 
The Jackson Breakfast Rotary Club is a service organization providing 
financial and volunteer service to charities in Jackson County.  The Club 
meets Tuesday mornings at Steve’s Ranch Restaurant in Jackson. 

Kara Altenbernt 
Aubree Bliss 

Madisyn Bradley 
Baylee Carlisle 
Page Coleman 
Sydney Cramer 
Brock Cyrocki 

Teri Decker 
Cadence DeGroote 

Kaylee Durst 
Michael Edwards 
Caleigh Brown 
Kayla Fleming 

Kylie Green 
Emily Heim 
Karl Hess 

Kaitlyn Hoover 
Skylar Ishmael 

Zachary Johnson 
Dylan Krieger 
Jacob Krutsch 

Charlee Lecrone 
Mya Mullinax 
Kaylee Nichols 
Madeline Nutt 

Anna Patty 

Ethan Prokos 
Helen Pulver 
Jorden Relyea 

Anna Reynolds 
Jordyn Richardson 

Barrett Roe 
Hannah Roe 

Shealyn Tripp 
Madison Vieau 

Kylie Wildt 
Lillian Wittman 

Amanda Zaborowski 



High School Art Update 
It has certainly been a year! Our students have done an amazing job with all the changes that have taken 
place. Teaching art online has certainly proved challenging, however our students thrived and were able to 
produce some really fantastic works of art. 
 

This year we participated in the Jackson County Student Art Show that took place virtually May 3rd - 17th. 
The show is still able to be viewed by visiting https://www.jxnartteachers.org/, To navigate to this page you 
will need to click on Art Show 2021 then Michigan Center High School. Judging was completed during the 
show and ribbons awarded are shown on the pieces themselves. We submitted 66 pieces and were 
awarded 45 ribbons. Our big winners were Baylee Carlisle with 5, Brady Sova with 6, Anna Reynolds with 7 
and Elly Trefry with 6. 

 

I am proud to be able to take part in this opportunity and hope that you will take the time to view all the 
amazing artwork that took 
place during our school year.  
 

Tracy VanSickle 

High School Art Teacher 

Jr/Sr. High Music News: 
 

The MCHS Band would like to congratulate its 
Class of 2021 Seniors!  
 
Kara Altenbernt 
Billie Jo Austin 
Teri Decker 
Cadence DeGroote 
Carlyonia Dorr 
Gavin Ferrell 
Kayla Fleming 
Caleb Hackney 
Austin Hochstedler 
Skylar Ishmael 
Zachary Johnson 
Trysten Kolk 
Camryn Persons 
Zoe Porter 
Noah Sharp 
Seth Stewart 

 
Thank you for your 
dedication to the band!  
 
Both the JH and HS bands were able to have their spring concerts! The 
HS celebrated the concert, jazz, and marching band outside on a beautiful Sunday afternoon while the 7th and 8th 
grade bands performed inside during a rainstorm the next day. We are proud of the hard work from this year and can’t 
wait to see where we go from here!  

https://www.jxnartteachers.org/


 

 

 

 

Michigan Center Schools in conjunction with the USDA  

will be providing meals for students 18 and younger. 

 

Come join us this summer and pick up breakfast and lunch for your children.   

Drive up locations only. 

 
Meals available Monday & Thursday ONLY at the following locations  

from Monday, June 14, 2021-Thursday, August 12, 2021 ….. 

 

Michigan Center HS 400 S. State St. Michigan Center  

11:00a-12:00p 

 

Ashton Ridge 2907 Ashton Ridge Dr. Jackson, 49201 

11:45a-12:15p 

 

Indian Village  2600 E. South St.  Jackson, 49201 

11:00a-11:30a 

 

Ridgewood Vista 5000 Ponderosa Jackson, 49201 

12:45p-1:15p 

 

Dorrell Park  3561 Bellrose Dr. Jackson, 49201 

1:45p-2:15p 

 

 

Site serving times are subject to change based on site participation. 

Other locations in Michigan can be found by calling 211. 

MC Athletics  
 

If your child will be participating in a school-sponsored sport (middle OR high school), they MUST have a sports 
physical on file to participate.  Athletes MUST have a physical after April 15, 2021 to be eligible to play sports for 
the 2021-2022 school year.  Physical forms are available in the high school office.  Physicals MUST be turned in by 
the FIRST day of practice at the very beginning of the sports season.  If you have any questions please contact Mr. 
Patrick, MC Athletic Director at 517-867-5809. 



Keicher Elementary News 
Michigan Center Schools 

Aladdin Kids by Keicher Elementary 
 

Our journey with our production of Aladdin Kids by 
Disney has not been an easy one.  Started in January 
2020 with 50 plus kids was sadly interrupted by a 
worldwide pandemic.  With the wonderful support from 
our Disney teaching artists, Wharton Center, Keicher 
staff, Keicher parents, and dedicated Keicher students 
we were able to complete a COVID friendly version of 
Aladdin this month.  Countless hours of practice by our 
kids are represented in this show.  While our final 
production sadly did not get to include all our kids who 
participated, we want to acknowledge all the kids that 
were part of this memorable journey. We hope you enjoy it as much as we have making it.  The arts are alive and 
well at Keicher Elementary.  Here is the link to view our show: 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FvhSAHsZQNQGZFVjBrGNIxHjpOTcNWcQ/view?usp=sharing 

 

Reviews from Keicher 
participants: 

 

One of my favorite memories is 
when we got bored and Jalen 
Oliver kicked up in the sky and fell 
on the ground and almost off the 
stage.  
- Lennox Mikolajczyk  
 
 

 
 
 
 

My favorite memories are when some of the kids 
took their shoes off and we started to pull them 
around. It looked like they were skating. My next 
one is when Lennox Mikolajczyk and me were 
bored backstage and we wanted to see if he could 
balance water bottles on me. The last but not least 
is when we were practicing Friend Like Me and I 
had to come up with a dance move. -Kylee 
Altenbernt  

I loved when we first started the play and my 
friends got our parts in the play. Lennox 
Mikolajczyk was the Sultan, Kylee Altenbert 
was the lamp vender, Korie Taylor was 
Aladdin, Jalen Oliver played Jafar, Victoria 
as Jasmine.- anonymous student 

I loved when we got to learn 
the dances. Also 10/10 I would 
play in a play again. I had a 
great 
experience. At 
times people got 
on my nerves 
but that’s life, 
for the most 
part everyone 
there was 
respectful and 
nice. 
-anonymous 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FvhSAHsZQNQGZFVjBrGNIxHjpOTcNWcQ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:miklen1218a@mischools.org


SIXTH GRADERS SAY GOOD-BYE TO KEICHER 
 
 

My most memorable Keicher experience was the Lock-Ins. My favorite was the Easter Lock-In. I 
remember running outside on the playground and seeing a ton of eggs. I stood there shocked at how 
many eggs there were. I watched the kids running across the playground picking up eggs one by 
one.  

~Cayne Hays 
 
 

 

My most memorable experience that I had at Keicher was going on the field trip to Mackinac Island.  I 
remember that my PaPa went with me. I remember riding bikes around the island, going to the 
restaurants, swimming in the pool, buying a new hoodie and hat, having one of my best friends Kellian 
with me, and walking around the whole island. We went to all the army bases on the island. It was one of 
my best memories ever being at Keicher.  
~Kamrin Booth 
 

 

One of my favorite Keicher memories is having a preschool buddy in 5th grade. Almost every Friday the 
class would walk down to the preschoolers. We would do a project with them or we would read them a 
picture book. Whichever one it was, I always liked going down there and hanging out with them. I am 
kinda disappointed that Covid happened this year so we couldn't have third grade partners.  
~Lyla Nieto 
 
 

 

 

My most memorable moment at Keicher was playing football outside with all my friends. I got to talk to all 
of them and had lots of fun doing it. I liked how I could just play my favorite sport with all my friends having 
fun. That was a really good memory from Keicher. That is my favorite memory.  
~Thomas Samon 
 
 

 
 

My favorite memory at Keicher was participating in the Disney play. Playing Aladdin was very fun and it 
was so exciting putting the whole thing together. It was so fun learning all the dances and going over our 
lines. I miss being in the play and all the friends I made. I hope we get to do something like this again. 
~Korie Taylor 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I can't really describe just one of my best experiences at Keicher because I had so many. Like in 3rd grade 
I will never forget how nice Mrs. Sinden was because every Friday we got to have three students be drawn 
from cardinal kudos and those kids got to pick from a bin of small toys. Also, in 4th grade I will never forget 
Mrs. M Davis because on my birthday in Mackinac she gave me a little turtle bobble head that said 
"Mackinac Island" and it was very nice of her to do that. In 5th grade I really liked all my teachers. Mrs. 
Bradly was my homeroom teacher and was always very kind to all of her students. This year I got Mrs. 
DuBois as my homeroom teacher and she is amazing. Ever since 4th grade I wanted Mrs. DuBois as my 
6th grade teacher because I knew she was nice and kind. When I found out that she was my teacher this 
year I was ecstatic. Overall, I had a wonderful time at Keicher and had a great experience. I will miss all of 
the teachers but I know that I will make new memories in junior high and really like the new teachers too.  
~Emma Ball 


